FA-06 FA-08: Creating a Sharable Studio Set
I have been asked, how I am creating Studio Sets that I post / share.   I have been doing this through the Roland FA’s backup utility.  Instead of providing the entire contents of my Roland FA system, I create a smaller set which I use to backup and share.  This way, I can keep stuff that is still being worked on, or that I don’t want shared, separate from the Studio Sets I am posting.  There are a few steps involved.. but it isn’t too difficult.   
First - Here is a description of the backups I have / use with my Roland FA.
1. “Master”.  This is the entire contents of my Roland FA, and includes everything I have.  Tones, songs, Studio Sets, etc are part of this backup set. I name my Master backups  MasterMMDDYYYY where MMDDYYYY represents the month, day and year that I do the backup.   I try to create a backup whenever I have made significant changes to my Roland FA sets.  These backups have everything I have created, or am working on.   This includes system files, tones, songs, etc.  It’s important that everyone creates something similar.  Backup your Roland FA!   I regularly, copy my MASTER backups onto my Mac.  If my Roland FA were to get lost / stolen / destroyed… I can get back the sum of the work I have created on it, through these backups.  
2. “JDoo FA INIT”  backup.  I use this to start the process of creating sharable Studio Sets with.  This backup has common settings.  It is fairly static, and only changes, when I discover something clever that I want to include on sharable Studio Sets.  For example, if I find that I am using certain controller mappings, I may make changes to this backup, so that future shared Studio Sets will have these settings.  Other than tweaking this backup to improve it – I rarely change it.
What is on this INIT backup.

SYSTEM settings that I use across my various setups.  These include Studio Common parameters
Default velocity settings.  These are tailored to how I bang out a song / play the keyboards.  They are not meant to be shared or used by anyone else.  When someone does a “Import Studio Set/Tone”, they won’t get these (and shouldn’t).  I have found that they help me, when creating studio sets for others.  The velocity of my FA-06 needs a lot of help (or I am not banging on the keys hard enough).

The USER Studio Sets on this backup are identical.  These are all named “_JDoo Init_”. It’s a good idea to have a Studio Set that you typically start from.   The ones on my personal (MASTER) backup are tailored to the type of music I play, and I have various sets, that are for different purposes.  The “_JDoo INIT_” sets are fairly generic, but have a couple of settings I have been using on the 80s shared sets.  

Each “_JDoo Init _” Studio Set has Common Studio Set parameters.  In my case, I have default velocity settings, and common effects I want on my shared Studio Sets.   All the parts on the JDoo Studio Set have a default piano, and have predefined MFX for Chorus (Delay) and Reverb.  For the 80’s sets I am creating.. I find Delay pretty handy.   In fact – if you go to Part view for this Studio Set – flip over to Output/EFX.. and you will see that I jack up the Delay on parts 1,3 and 6.  I’m used to those spots, and when re-creating a sound with a lot of delay.
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Creating a Shareable Studio Set Up 
With the description of my backups out of the way, I can describe the steps I use for creating a sharable Studio Set.  
1. First thing I do – it make certain I have a Master Backup (#1 above).  I backup my FA (see “Backing Up and Restoring Data” , from the Roland knowledgebase, below.)  I follow the ‘Master’ naming convention in Step 1 above.
Now that I have a good backup… 
2. I do a Restore of the JDoo FA INIT backup.  (See “Restore” from the Roland knowledgebase on how to do a restore, below.)   IMPORTANT!  This will replace everything on your Roland FA, with the contents of your INIT backup.  It’s important, that you have a ‘regular’ backup (step #1 above), because when you are all done – you will want your FA back to normal. This puts the contents of the backup I described above onto my FA-06.  There should be nothing else on my FA at this point.  
3. There is one or more Studio Sets on my Master, backup that I have been editing / working on.  It is this Studio Set, that I now move that onto my FA-06.  I do a Selective import of that Studio Set.  “Utility”,  “Import Studio Set/Tone” – then I select the Studio Set(s) I have been working on.. or want to now share.   I move the Studio Sets into the first spot on my Roland FA.  This will overwrite the JDoo Init Sets that were in this position.
4. Now that I have copied the Studio Set(s) that I want to share, I do a quick verification.  I play the song / Studio Set.. make sure everything works.  While I am at it.. I open up the menu and look around at the USER Studio Sets… making sure, I only have what I want shared on my FA.  This extra check, ensures that I am not going to be sharing junk.
5. Next – I create a backup of my current FA.  It is this backup, that I will be sharing.  I name the backup based on the Studio Set / Song I am sharing.  For example, if I am sharing a Studio Set for the song “Jump”, I may call the backup  “80sJump” (since I prefix my backups with 80s…).  If I have more than one song, I can call it something else.  In fact the first backup I shared had five songs, and I called it “80sPlusJdoo”.  This generated an “80sPlusJdoo.SVD” file that was a backup with five studio sets.  Point is.. you can load up one or many studio sets onto this backup.  It all depends on what you want to share.
6. When the backup is done, and verified,  I pop the SD Card out of the back of my Roland FA and put it into my Mac, and copy the backups from the SD Card onto my Mac.  In fact… I copy everything on my SD Card while I am at it.  It’s a good time to make sure I have backups of everything.  
7. On my Mac / PC.  I have a readme file that I update, which includes some text about making sure you do backups, and how to restore the Studio Sets to an FA.  
8. On My Mac / PC. I zip up the backup that has the Studio Sets I want to share (for example, the 80sJump.SVD backup I mentioned above), along with the readme file.  After I create the zip.. I usually copy it to another Mac /PC and unzip it – to verify it has the SVD and readme files I want to share.
9. Once I am done with the backup.. I put the SD Card back into my Roland FA and do a Restore, putting my latest MASTER backup (from Step 1) back onto the FA.  
There.  Now I have a sharable .zip file, with just the Studio Set(s) I want to share with others.  I also have my FA restored back to where it was before I began.  Finally – I also have a full backup of my FA on my Mac.  
There are other things you can do with the MASTER / Backups that I have described.  Alternatively – you can create gig-specific backups… and instead of building a shareable set – build up just the songs / tones you need for a gig.  You can also re-organize everything you have on your FA, etc..


From the Roland Knowledgebase: http://www.rolandus.com/support/knowledge_base/201978669 
Backing Up and Restoring Data
Tags: backup, fa-06, fa-08, restore 
The contents of the FA’s user memory and system memory can be saved to an SD card (Backup) or returned to the FA (Restore). We strongly recommend backing up all important data periodically.
BACKUP
Note: If you back up with a file name that is identical to existing backup data on the SD card, the existing data will be overwritten. If you want to save a new backup, you must assign it a different name.
1. Press MENU.
2. CURSOR to "Utility" and press ENTER.
3. CURSOR to “Backup” and press ENTER.
4. Press the [2] (Rename) button and assign a name to the file that you want to back up.
5. Press the [7] (Backup) button.
6. Press the [6] (OK) button. The data is backed up to the SD card.
If you decide to cancel, press the [7] (Cancel) button.
Note: Never turn off the power while a backup is in progress.
 
RESTORE
1. Press MENU.
2. CURSOR to "Utility" and press ENTER.
3. CURSOR to “Restore” and press ENTER.
4. Use the cursor buttons to select the file that you want to restore, and press the [7] (Restore) button. Note: When you execute the Restore operation, all settings currently saved in the FA are lost. If you want to keep the current settings, back them up with a different name. If you decide to cancel, press the [7] (Cancel) button.
5. Press the [6] (OK) button. When the restore is complete, the message “Completed. Please Power Off!” appears. Note: Never turn off the power during the Restore operation.
6. Turn the power off, and then on again.
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